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Catalyst Leaders - Julius von Haast 

Fellowship 

Specific Sub-Programme requirements 

Background 

The Julius von Haast Fellowship is offered to internationally recognised German researchers in 

conjunction with the Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment and the Alexander von 

Humboldt Foundation.  The application process is administered by the Society. 

Objective 

The Fellowship allows internationally recognised German researchers to spend time working 

collaboratively with their New Zealand colleagues, and to establish, or enhance, collaborative 

research of benefit to both countries.  

International Partner 

• Germany – in partnership with the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (AvH). 

Activity Description 

The successful Julius von Haast Fellow will be recognised for excellence in their area or areas of 

expertise; have the ability to support an increase in New Zealand’s capability in their area of 

expertise; and be internationally recognised.  

The Applicant must be a New Zealand-based Research Organisation, which will act as the New 

Zealand Host (the Host).  The Host will have the ability to leverage strategic benefit of the 

Fellow to catalyse capability and capacity development in New Zealand. The Host is expected 

to connect the Fellow beyond its own institution. 

• Each year up to one Julius von Haast may be awarded. Unsuccessful applications for the 
Julius Von Haast Fellowship will automatically be considered for an International Leader 
Fellowship in the same call. 

• The successful Fellow will undertake research in New Zealand for a minimum of four 

weeks per year over the three year award period. 

Funding 

A Julius von Haast Fellowship will be awarded for three years. Each year of tenure the 

https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/award-researchers-in-germany.html
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/web/award-researchers-in-germany.html
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Fellowship Award will comprise an annual payment of: 

 

• NZ$20,000 maximum contribution towards supporting the cost of the Fellow’s time paid 
to the Leader via the New Zealand Host. Where the Fellow’s time is being covered by the 
Fellow’s employer, this funding can be used for other expenses relating to the 
Fellowship. 

• NZ$20,000 maximum research and travel allowance* paid to the Host; and; 

• NZ$10,000 host institution administration allowance paid to the Host.  

*The cost of buying carbon offsets is an allowable expense where those carbon offsets are 

directly related to the project travel activities. If applicable, New Zealand quarantine fees for 

the Julius Von Haast Fellow visiting New Zealand is also allowable expense. 

The research and travel allowance cannot be used for salaries, equipment purchase and 

depreciation, student fees, or scholarships. 

Fields of Research 

The Julius von Haast Fellowship is open to all fields of research, science and technology 

(including social sciences and the humanities), and related areas of expertise.  

Specific Requirements 

In addition to the general eligibility requirements of the Catalyst: Leaders: 

• The Fellow must be a German national or permanent resident that is well established in 

the German research system and has an international reputation as an innovative 

researcher. He/she must be currently working within the German research/science 

sector and have been employed for no less than five years (in total) in public or private 

German research or academic institutions (unless otherwise agreed to by Royal Society 

Te Aparangi).  

• The Julius von Haast Fellow coming to New Zealand must not already hold employment 

in New Zealand 

• The New Zealand Host is expected to connect the Leader beyond its own institution. 

• Previously unsuccessful applicants are not excluded from re-applying. 

• Previous recipients of the Julius von Haast Fellowship are not eligible to apply. 

The application must include a copy of each of the following documents for the German 

researcher: 

• Passport / Birth Certificate / Permanent Residency.  
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How to apply 

Applications must be submitted by the New Zealand Principal Investigator and Host 

Organisation. Applications close in the third week of April. For more information, please see 

the Catalyst: Leaders Guidelines for the Kohi-tātea January Call under Current Open Call 

(https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/catalyst-fund/catalyst-

leaders/current-open-call/) 

Notification 

The Society will notify Applicants of the outcome by email through their Host institutional 

Research Coordinator no later than 7 weeks after the close of applications.  

About Julius von Haast 

Julius von Haast Sir Johann Franz "Julius" von Haast was a German geologist, explorer and 

writer who founded Canterbury Museum in Christchurch New Zealand in 1861. 1Haast was the 

provincial geologist of Canterbury from 1861-1871 and his explorations are remembered in 

New Zealand by locations such as the Haast Pass and Franz Joseph Glacier, which Haast named 

after the Emperor of the Austro-Hungarian Empire2.  In his explorations, he collected many 

plants previously unknown to science, and many genera and species named after him today.  

 

 

 

Image credits: 

Figure 1: Johann Franz Julius Von Haast. Ref: 1/4-002124-G. Alexander 

Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Figure 2: Herbarium specimen CHR 290246 collected by Julius von Haast, 

reproduced courtesy of Landcare Research 2015. 

 

Figure 1: Johann Franz  Figure 2: 

Julius von Haast  Cyathea dealbata Swartz 

 

 

1   Peter B. Maling, 'Haast, Johann Franz Julius von', from the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography. Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New 

Zealand, [website cited 25 March 2015]; Available from: http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/biographies/1h1/haast-johann-franz-julius-von 

2 Our History - Canterbury Museum, [website cited 25 March 2015]; Available from: http://www.canterburymuseum.com/about-us/our-

history 

 

https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/catalyst-fund/catalyst-leaders/current-open-call/
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/catalyst-fund/catalyst-leaders/current-open-call/
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Research Funding (International)  

Royal Society Te Apārangi 

11 Turnbull Street 

Wellington 6011 

PO Box 598 

Wellington 6140 

New Zealand 

Phone: +64 4 470 5756 | +64 4 470 5764 

Email: International.Applications@royalsociety.org.nz 

Supported by the New Zealand Government with  

funding from the Ministry of Business, Innovation and  

Employment. Nā Te Hīkina Whakatutuki te mana hāpai. 
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